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Writing 
Curriculum Map 

 Autumn 1 
Writing themes and 

genres  

Autumn 2 
Writing themes and 

genres  

Spring 1 
Writing themes and 

genres  

Spring 2 
Writing themes and 

genres 

Summer 1 
Writing themes and 

genres  

Summer 2 
Writing themes and 

genres  

Year 1 
 

Friendships, Feelings, 
Belonging and Identity 

-Simple repetitive 
sentences  
-Lists/labels  

Adventure, Toys and 
Christmas 

-Writing in role (speech 
bubbles, letters) 
-Oral recounts  
-Simple character 
descriptions (wanted poster) 

Weather and Climate 
-Simple recounts using 
pictures to sequence  
-List poems  
-Writing in role (simple diary 
entry) 
 

Clothes and Changes in 
Living Memory 

-Recount/retelling of story 
-Writing in role (diary, 
speech bubbles, letters) 
-Simple fact file  

Travel, Adventures and 
Seasons 

-Writing in role (letters 
and postcards) 
-Simple narratives 
-Instructions  

Traditional Tales and Modern 
Classics 

-Recounts/retelling  
-Writing in role (letters, diary) 
-Character description 
-Instructions  

Year 2 
 

Traditional tales and the 
local area 

-Recount/retelling  
-Simple narrative 
-Character description  
-Writing in role (letter) 
-List poems  

Manchester and changes in 
living memory 

-Recount/retelling  
-Writing in role (diary, 
letter) 
-Instructions  
 
  

Staying Healthy, Growing and 
Changing 

-Instructions 
-Writing in role (persuasive 
letter) 
-Character description (lost 
and found poster) 

 

Exploring Cities – London 
-Narrative 
-Writing in role (postcards, 
letters, diary) 
-Non-chronological report  
 

Growth, Change and the 
Rainforests 

-Character and setting 
descriptions  
-Writing in role (diary, 
letter) 
-Instructions  
-Acrostic poems  

Owls, Bats and Birds 
-Character and setting 
descriptions  
-Writing in role (diary, letter) 
-Newspaper report  
-Non-chronological report  

Year 3 
 

Overcoming obstacles and 
Resilience 

-Character description 
-Narrative  
-Simple explanation text  
-List poems  

Settlers and times of change 
-Narrative/recount  
-Character description  
-Writing in role  
-Instructional writing  

 

Mysteries, Explorers and 
Adventures 

-Character/setting descriptions  
-Narrative  
-Non-chronological report  

Invaders and great times of 
change 

-Writing in role  
-Character/setting 
descriptions  
-Report writing  

 

Darkness, Light and 
Exploration 

-Narrative  
-Writing in role  
-Character/setting 
description  
-Free verse poem  

Invaders, Settlers, Struggles 
and Protection 

-Writing in role  
-Explanation texts 
-Newspaper report  

Year 4 
 

Water, Journeys and 
Courage 

-Writing in role  
-Descriptive writing  
-Narrative  
-Non-chronological report  

Ancient Civilisation and 
Adventure 

-Narrative  
-Explanation text 
-Character description  
-Non-chronological reports  

Refugees, Movement and 
Displacement 

-Narrative  
-Writing in role  
-Report writing  

Myths and Legends 
-Adventure/saga narrative 
-Character descriptions 
-Formal letter writing 
-Newspaper report  

Fairy tales and Fantasy 
-Alternative versions 
-Setting/character 
descriptions 
-Writing in role (diary, 
persuasive letter) 

Gods and Mortals 
-Descriptive writing  
-Hero narrative 
-Non-chronological reports 
Leaflet writing  

Year 5 
 

Exploration and Journeys 
-Quest narrative 
-Setting/character 
description  
-Writing in role (diary, 
letter) 
-Haiku poetry  

Monsters and Outsiders 
-Legend narrative 
-Newspaper report 
-Descriptive writing 
-Writing in role  

Travel and Discovery 
-Writing in role  
-Instructional writing 
-Writing in role (diary, letter, 
postcard, reviews) 

Magic, Fantasy and 
Folklore 

-Descriptive writing  
-Fantasy story  
-Writing in role  

Culture, Displacement and 
Migration 

-Travel guide/information 
leaflet  
-Writing in role (letter, 
narrative) 
-Formal persuasive letter  
-Fact file/obituary  

Ancient Civilisations 
-Historical narrative/modern 
day retelling  
-Non-chronological report  
-Instructional writing  

Year 6 
 

Identity 
-Writing in role (diary, 
letter, narrative) 
-Descriptive writing  
-List poems  

Victorians – Oliver Twist 
focus 

-Narrative 
-Character/setting 
description  
-Writing in role (narrative, 
letter, diary) 
-Persuasive writing/debate  

Climate Change, Exploration 
and Environment 

-Portal narrative   
--Character/setting description  
-Writing in role (narrative, 
letter, diary) 
-Free verse poem 
-Non-chronological report 

WW2, Bravery and the 
impact of war 

-Historical narrative  
-Descriptive writing  
-Writing in role (narrative, 
letter, diary) 
 

Women who changed the 
world 

-Writing in role (speech, 
diary, letter) 
-Newspaper report  
-Interview  
-Fact file  

The Holocaust and Loss 
-Historical narrative  
-Descriptive writing  
-Writing in role (narrative, 
letter, diary) 
-Biography/obituary/fact file  
 


